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Indiana as seen by early travelers. A collection of reprints from books 
of travel, letters and diaries prior to 1830. Selected and edited by 
Harlow Lindley, director department of Indiana history and ar- 
chives, Indiana state library, secretary Indiana historical commis- 
sion. [Indiana historical collections] (Indianapolis: Indiana his- 
torical commission, 1916. 596 p. $1.50) 
It was a happy thought on the part of the Indiana historical com- 
mission to include in its publications on Indiana history a volume on 
Indiana as seen by early travelers. The book appears under the editor- 
ship of Mr. Harlow Lindley, a member of the commission and director 
of the department of Indiana history and archives. It is a substantial 
volume of 596 pages and mechanically considered is a fair specimen of 
the state printer's art, at least as practiced in the middle west. 

The volume contains thirty -three selections from travelers' narratives. 
In length they range from two (Eneas Mackenzie and Captain Basil 
Hall) of one and one-fourth pages each to one (David Thomas) of 
ninety-four pages; in point of time from 1778 to 1833. Only two are 
of earlier date than 1800, however, and all but seven of the thirty-three 
are of later date than the close of the war of 1812. Four of the selec- 
tions are now first published from manuscript sources ; the other twenty- 
nine are for the most part taken from the well-known gazetteers and 
travelei's' journals of the period, such as those of Imlay, Volney, Melish, 
Darby, Flint, Hall, and Atwater. 

The four newly published narratives naturally attract the reviewer's 
chief interest and attention. The journal of Thomas Scattergood Teas 
of a tour to Fort Wayne in 1821 is a charming narrative, unfortunately 
all too short. The letters of William Pelham in 1825 and 1826, running 
to nearly sixty pages, likewise constitute an interesting and valuable 
picture, particularly of the Owenite settlement of New Harmony. The 
recollections of Charles F. Coffin, written by a nonagenarian and per- 
taining to the period of his early boyhood, are, naturally, of but slight 
value or importance. The final narrative of the quartette and of the vol- 
ume, the recollections of Victor Colin Duclos, presents another interest- 
ing picture of New Harmony life. In view of the youth of the author, 
however, the narrative is of considerably less value than are the Pelham 
letters. 

The work of the editor is confined in the main to printing (or reprint- 
ing) the selections, accompanied, usually, by a one paragraph introduc- 
tory statement. This is a matter for regret since a more extensive edit- 
ing of the documents would have added greatly to the scholarly value of 
the volume. Its object is stated by the editor to be "to make available 
to the people of the State and others interested in Indiana history, 



260 Reviews of Books M - v - H - p - 

material which could not be procured easily otherwise." It follows that 
the volume is not intended primarily for scholars, who, presumably, 
have or are able to obtain access to the original editions, but rather for 
the ordinary reader. But such readers need particularly the assistance 
of adequate editorial annotation if they are to read with profit such a 
collection of journals of a bygone period as the ones under considera- 
tion. By way of obvious illustration from the opening pages, the reader 
should be told that Thomas Hutchinson exaggerates materially the 
length of the Ohio (page 7), and that Thomas Ashe frequently drew a 
long bow in relating the story of his travels and adventures. 

A properly constructed map would have added much to the usable- 
ness of the book. The index which concludes the volume is far from 
satisfactory. 

M. M. Quaife 

Constitution making in Indiana. A source book of constitutional docu- 
ments with historical introduction and critical notes. By Charles 
Kettlebo rough, Ph.D., legislative draftsman, Indiana bureau of legis- 
lative information. Volume I, 1780-1851; volume II, 1851-1916. 
[Indiana historical collections] (Indianapolis: Indiana historical 
commission, 1916. 530 p.; 693 p. $1.50 per volume) 
By an act of March 8, 1915, the general assembly of Indiana created 
the Indiana historical commission and assigned to that body as one of its 
duties the collection and publication of documentary and other materials 
on the history of the state. These two volumes are the result of that 
commission, though the work of collecting, compiling, interpreting, and 
editing were entrusted to Mr. Kettleborough ; and it may be said at the 
outset that all students of state history and government are deeply in- 
debted to the author for a painstaking, thorough, and apparently accu- 
rate work. The general introduction, which alone comprises 241 pages, 
gives an account of constitution making from the admission of the state 
in 1816 to 1916. Since all constitutional measures had to pass the legis- 
lature, a detailed description of the adventures of each measure is given 
together with the political complexion of the general assembly having it 
under consideration. This introductory discussion is based upon an ex- 
tensive and intensive use of the original sources, including journals, 
session laws, and current newspapers. The documents quoted in the 
body of the text are also preceded by brief historical introductions, thus 
rendering the work intelligible as a useful work of reference on constitu- 
tion making. 

The scope and content of the main body of the work may be suggested 
by noting the chief divisions into which the work is grouped. They are : 



